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From December 28th, 1999, CBS NEWS 60 Minutes 2, Charlie Rose interviews President Bill Clinton on the 
eve of the year 2000. 
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as the 20th century comes to a close there are a lot of questions about what the next century is going to be 
like questions about terrorism medical advances and america's power tonight we talk to president clinton the 
most powerful person in the world with access to the most information he invited us to the oval office to talk 
about the future what's interesting about a conversation about the future with you is that because of this 
office and your curiosity you see and know more than almost anyone i mean you are aware because you talk 
to the scientists you talk to people responsible i think about it a lot you do sure yeah i have to i mean i see i 
think one of the jobs of the president because of the unique opportunity of the office you just described it is to 
always be thinking about what will happen 10 20 30 years from now can you are there things that we don't 
know about that alarm you i mean the sense of of science and where it's at and and what's coming down the 
pike that that gives you great pause well there are a lot of things that concern me you know i we've done a lot 
of work trying to protect computer systems well speak to y2k where are your concerns and do you think that 
well they're much more traditional in y2k i mean i think we've done a good job here we spent a lot of money i 
say we the american people not just the government the private sector we spent a lot of money we tried to 
be ready i feel a high level of confidence it wouldn't bother me a bit to get on a commercial airline for 
example on new year's eve or new year's day and fly around i think our systems are in order here my 
concerns really are for some of our friends around the world that have more rudimentary computer networks 
and capacities and whether they will have a shutdown that they won't be able to immediately fix or get 
around and make them vulnerable to what 
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vulnerable to what well if you're if there were a problem in the financial system what if records disappeared 
and people lost money that would be destabilizing in some countries what if a power system shuts down in a 
big country with a hard winter how long will it take to get back up will anyone freeze to death i mean these 
are the kinds of practical problems that i'm concerned about there is this thing too i mean think about 
chelsea's children your grandchildren say the year 2050 whatever that appropriate time might be what's this 
world going to look like is it going to be more interesting more challenging you know how will we travel what 
kind of food will we eat will we go to other planets i think we'll be i think we'll be eating food that's like what 
we eat now i think it'll be safer i think we'll know a lot more about it even safer than it is now i think that uh in 
big urban areas i think we will still have we'll still have our love affair with cars i think they'll be much more 
safer much more safe excuse me they'll be made of composite materials that are much more resistant to 
wrecks and i think that where there's a lot of heavy traffic i think that we'll all travel by computerized plan i 
also think there'll be a lot more rapid rail transit i think it'll be safer it'll be better and i think we'll be able to do 
things while we travel and spend more time i think uh we will go in outer space and at some time in the next 
century i think there will be large permanent platforms uh sustaining life and outer space that will basically be 
jumping off places to distant planets and i think that the medical biomedical advances will be stunning i think 


a lot of cancers will be cured i think there'll be a vaccine for aids i think that the research in the human gene 
and the revolution the continuing revolution in microchips will enable people to probably cure spinal cord 
injuries by having a programmed chip that goes into the spine and replicates all the nerves that were 
damaged i think that it'll be a fascinating time 
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i think that it'll be a fascinating time and i think there'll be lots and lots of continuous daily communication with 
people across national and cultural lines would you go to space if you had the opportunity i might i'm real 
interested in it i like it a lot i mean i'm very i think it's important medical research where are we going we're 
going to the farthest reaches of our imagination perhaps the most important thing is the human genome 
project i think within a matter of a few years young mothers will come home from the hospital with a genetic 
map of their children and it'll be scary it'll for some of them it'll say you know your child your daughter has a 
50 chance of developing breast cancer between 35 and 50 because of this genetic problem but it'll also if 
you do say if you do these 10 things from birth you can cut the odds down to 10 and i think that won't be long 
before babies coming home from the hospital in advanced societies will have a life expectancy of about 100 
years tell me about the experiment at georgetown yeah i have a friend who's uh who's a an expert in 
geriatrics who was telling me about these experiments which were done on laboratory animals where they 
were fed low-fat diets kept and got plenty of exercise and had no stress and they ran around and had totally 
happy lives and then they just one day conked out that is their bodies reached their capacity human 
equipment being about 150. the human equivalent of being about 120 right and so basically this doctor told 
me that that our bodies are built to last about 120 years and that we would live that way if you if you discount 
for accidents for killings for environmentally caused cancers you take all that away everything else that that 
happens to us that keeps us from living to be 120 is stuff we do or don't do we don't exercise right we eat 
wrong we put ourselves under too much pressure we do other things i think that when we get the the the 
problem is that we all respond in different ways to different things so when we get these genetic maps when 
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so when we get these genetic maps when the genome is fully sequenced we will shortly thereafter know a lot 
more than we now know kind of individually about how to live to maximize our life expectancy not only the 
length but the quality of life that will be stunning and no one will have an excuse then and mothers can raise 
their children uh even more effectively than the fathers too than now to have good habits and do good things 
but i think the life expectancy will get right out 100 years before you know it for newborns you hear around 
the world now as i'm sure you've heard from heads of state and others this kind of unilateralism america in 
the future is too strong too dominant and the fear of a backlash against us i agree with that and i think you 
know i try to be very sensitive to that i think we have and and to make sure that we fulfilled our 
responsibilities i think that on the one hand people are glad that we won the cold war if you will they're glad 
that the forces of freedom won all over the world people are embracing democracy and market economics 
but if you enjoy the level of military and economic strength we have and the level of political influence people 
are going to resent you you think this century coming up will be america's century as the 20th century has 
been described well i think it can be but i think we have to think very carefully about how we want to define 
that i mean look what we know will happen we know that borrowing some completely unforeseen event china 
and sometime thereafter india will have economies that look bigger than ours because they've got so many 
more people than we do four times many people the case of china even more we know that europe will 
europe will grow more integrated i think in the 21st 
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grow more integrated i think in the 21st century and the european union will be more and more a union and 
they have you know 50 more people than we do and they could have a lot more than that if they continue to 
bring in other countries so i do not believe that we will have the relative economic dominance we have today 
we've got about four percent of the world's people in almost 22 of the world's income but i think we can be 


still very prosperous i think we can still be the strongest individual country in the world in many ways but i 
think we will have to build uh partnerships with some of those who resent us now we'll have to have an 
increasingly interdependent world because whether we like it or not it's like globalization interdependence is 
another word for globalization we will become more interdependent and we'll have to learn to be adroid at 
that we won't be able to just say well if we like it we'll we're here and if we don't we'll walk away do you 
expect the next 10 20 years to be a terrorist attack in the united states thinking about the recent arrests 
thinking about the potential for germ warfare the potential for biological attacks and absolutely i think that's a 
threat a likelihood well i think it's highly likely that someone will try the organized forces of destruction will 
take maximum advantage of new technologies and new scientific developments just like democratic societies 
do so i think just like the computers are all being miniaturized and people carry these little pads around now 
you know that had and now you've got these gadgets where you can use as a telephone or a typewriter and 
do email and all that well the same miniaturization will apply to biological and chemical weapons and and if 
people should get nuclear materials that can be made into a bomb to nuclear materials which is why we've 
worked so hard with russia to control access to that stuff so i think we just got to be ready there 
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so i think we just got to be ready there will always be bad guys out there in the world who will try to take 
advantage of people's vulnerabilities but aren't the odds against us when you describe that kind of 
technological advantage i mean and just recently two people trying to in separate cases trying to get inside 
america's borders with explosives it's more and more easier to conceal and more and more the likelihood of 
an american city well if you go back through all of human history yeah and you look at conflicts in weapon 
systems and that's what we're talking about biological chemical weapons offense always precedes defense 
that is you got to know what you're defending against so my goal in this whole thing trying to mobilize the 
country on biological chemical weapons make sure the government's doing everything possible is to close 
the gap between offense and defense and the answer to your question is we won't be severe there might be 
incidences i mean the world trade center was blown up oklahoma city was blown up we got a guy ina 
laboratory in the middle west uh almost five years ago who's trying to develop biological agents political 
extremists and there are even scary ideas coming out of science where viruses can attack certain ethnic 
groups there are people of science to do harm but you know it's always been that way i mean it's always 
been that way and i think that my i'm actually more optimistic than keep in mind no one believes that 
someone's going to come in and kill everybody in america that's what we're worried about during the cold 
war most people are good people we've got plenty of talented people we just need to be imagining the future 
thinking about all the problems as well as all the opportunities and then prepare society always has problems 
there are always misfortunes but basically i believe the future is quite 
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i believe the future is quite promising and far more exciting than any period in history i wish i were going to 
live to be 150 i'd love to see what happens would you like to be cloned no i wouldn't wish that on anybody 
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